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November Birthdays and Anniversaries 
 
9th  Andrew Jenkins  
          Gina and Hilton Minakawa  

wedding anniversary 
10th   Irene Stowell 
13th  Sheila Naish  
  Jody Stowell  
          Nadia Sylvester 
16th  Miles and Sheila Naish  

wedding anniversary 
18th   Romilly Hatcher-Wilkins   
21st   Scarlett Sylvester   
22nd  Emma Palmer (Smith) 
27th  Rebecca Brett (Fenwick) 
  Sarah Melling (Griffin) 
28th  Sarah Clark  
          Grace and John Griffin  

weding anniversary 

St John  
the Evangelist, 

Kenn 

 

 

 
ALTAR GUILD 
November Sarah Clark, Marianna Mackay, 
and Ann Holtham 
December   
Week 1 - Jean Fenwick, Jenny Pascoe 
Week 2 -  Kate Hatcher, Hazel Limage 
Week 3 -  Iris  Callow, Heather Jenkins 
Week 4 -  Jo Cheek, Marianna Mackay 

Flag flying and Church floodlighting 
 
Our Flag was flown on the 23rd to celebrate 
the baptism of Lily Anne Clough: 
 

On 25th for the birth on the 23rd of Robbie to 
Avril Withyman of Whitehouse Farm; and 
 

on the 28th for Victoria Louise Bone (John 
Ball‘s new granddaughter). 
 
Our Church was floodlit on the 1st  for Autumn 
by Candlelight; 
 

on the 10th/11th in remembrance of the 10th    
anniversary of 9/11; and 
 

and on the 16th for Evensong. 

 

Children of Kenn... 
  
We will be holding our Family 
Christingle Service at 11am on 
Sunday 27th November. 
  
All Kenn's children are invited 
to help make the Christingles 
on Saturday 26th at 2pm in the 
New Room (by the church). 
  
This year we will be colouring 

in pictures of Christingles and assembling them into a 
display in the church .  
 
Please bring your coloured picture on the 26th or leave 
them in the church porch. 
  
Any one who would like to contribute oranges, sweets 
or dried fruits, please ring me on 01275 873554 
  

Thank you, Julia Bush 

October Family Service at St John's 
 
The usual Family Service Congregation was 
swelled by the family and friends of Lily Ann 
Clough, who came over from Wales to be 
christened.  
 
It was a lovely service, all the visiting children 
behaved beautifully, as did the home team. 
 

Celia talked about how we are both the main 
character in the story of our own lives, and 
important characters in the greater story of God's 
Creation.  
 
We were asked to think of our favourite story and 
the character we liked most.    Readings from the 
Bible illustrated how important children were in 
Jesus' ministry. As usual, we finished with coffee, 
biscuits and chat.  
 

Julia Bush 

Church Room Coffee Morning 
Saturday 26th November 10 - 12 noon 
 
Geoff and Eleanor Marchant would like to 
thank 
everyone who supported the October Coffee 
Morning - £70 has been forwarded to 
Christian Aid. 



KENN NEWS & VIEWS ISSUE 279 NOVEMBER 2011 

3 

 
Lise‘s Party November 12

th  

 

 All Kennites welcome. 
 

2pm ‗til 6pm at the farm,  
(back door please),  

for afternoon tea and light refreshments. 
 

then 8pm ‗til Midnight 
 at Kenn Village Hall; 

 
 Licensed alcohol sales provided by 

‘Kenn Knights‘  

and seriously scrumptious  
home-cooked food  

with live entertainment by the  

Christmas Puddings 2011 
 
Once again I will be selling Christmas 
Puddings from the 'Ultimate Plum Pudding 
Company' with the profits going to the General 
Fund. 
 
Prices will be the same as last year £8.50 for 
the 2lb pudding which serves 8 people, £5.50 
for the 1lb pudding which serves 4 people. 
 
To keep the price down I will be taking only 
one delivery, so the puddings will be sold on a 
'first come first served' basis. Get your orders 
in ASAP. 
 
Order by telephone to me Julia Bush on 
01275 873554. I will acknowledge 
answerphone messages. 
 

Thank you, Julia Bush  

Front Cover - Autumn by Candlelight 
Jo Manning at the piano 

 
(Thanks to Margaret Stuckey for the photograph) 

Ladies First 
 
Ladies First is a chat group which meets at 
different venues, on different days, at different 
times each month, in order to be available to 
as many Ladies as possible. 
 
The aim is to talk about the things that 
concern us most deeply at the time of the 
meeting. Usually we meet in someone's 
house, and that chat is kicked off by someone 
other than the hostess, with a few words about 
something meaningful on the day, just to start 
us off. 
 
November's meeting will be at Bram Rigg 
(Thank you Hazel) at 7.30pm on Monday 7th 
November. Everyone is welcome, if you can't 
make Monday evenings, never fear, next 
month it will all be different.  
 

Celia, Hazel, Heather, Ann and Julia  

Book Group.  
 

I chose last month’s book. I had read 

reviews for a Stella Gibbons revival and 
thought it would be worth reading as a 

group. Don’t bother reading ‘Westwood’. 
Consider that we have read it for you.  
 

It was dreadful, dull characters, with 
dull lives, no epiphany moments and no 

moments of mirth even though it is 
billed as a comedy. We were all agreed 

it was not a good read.  
 

This month we are reading, ‘If nobody 

speaks of remarkable things’ by Jon 
McGregor. I have read the first few 

chapters and am transported already. 
We are meeting on Monday 14th 

November 2011. (I think) Venue has yet 
to be decided as sadly The Drum is shut.   
      

Caroline Holden 
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Carriage in Kenn 
 
Sunday October 2nd was warm and sunny and early in the afternoon we had the windows open. 
Hearing the approach 
of several horses we 
rushed for the cameras 
when we saw a coach 
and four coming up 
Kenn Street at quite a 
lick.  
 

We were more 
prepared when it 
returned a while later. 
Where had it come 
from?  
 

Where did it go? and 
what the heck was it 
doing in Kenn?  
 

Answers thanks to 
Heather Brain who had 
lunched at the Drum 
and approached the 
one passenger left to 
tend the horses while 
the rest of the party 
went in for a drink.  
 

There had been a meeting of The Hackney Driving Club, and this crew had driven out for a spin.  
 

It was quite thrill to feel such a combination of horse, humans and machine rumble by, and a 
spectacle to behold.  
 

Julia Bush 

and Coffee 
Morning 

   
 

 
The October Market went well and was once 
again a busy and friendly occasion. We thank 
Maggie and her helpers Jennie and Patricia 
for serving the refreshments. 
 
£80 was raised for the Secret Life animal 
rescue centre. 
 
The next date is November 12

th
 and the 

December Market is on 10
th
. 

      Joyce Down 

 

 

 

 
Could I please make a request for gifts  for 
a Tombola to be held at the Christmas 
Market.  
 
These can be brought to the November 
Market (12th) or passed to Joyce or Grace.  
 

Many thanks. 
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Village Hall  Booking Secretary:  
  Sarah Clark 01934 833307 
 
 
St John the Evangelist Priest in charge:    
  Rev Preb John Andrews  
  01934 830208 
 
 
Churchwardens:    
  Julia Bush 873554   
  John Ball 874077 
 
Church Floodlighting:  
  David Pugh 874278 
 

Village Flag Flying:  
  Marianna or Robin 340323 or 
  Hazel 349535 
 

    Altar Guild Secretary:  
  Marianna Mackay 340323 
 

    North Somerset Council:   
  01934 888 888 
   out of hours: 
  01934 622 669 
 

    News & Views:  
     Sheila Naish 01934 838357 
  Margaret Ball 01275 874077 
 margaret.john@btinternet.com 
 

Antique and Quality Furnishings. 
Collectables etc 

Thursday 3rd November   
  

Viewing at Saleroom 
 Wednesday  2nd November 10am - 7:30pm 

Morning of sale  from 9am  

Quarterly Specialist Sale  
Thursday 24th November 10.30am  

  
Viewing at Saleroom 

Tuesday 22nd November2pm - 5:30pm 
Wednesday 23rd November 10am - 7:30pm 

Morning of sale from 9am 

  
 

 
and COFFEE MORNING will be held in 

Kenn Village Hall on Saturday, 
12th November  10:00am till midday.  

NOVEMBER WASTE COLLECTIONS 
 
Recycling - 1st/8th/15th/22nd/29th 
 
Dustbin -  8th/22nd 
  
Green Waste -  1st/15th/29th 

 
 

Kenn Women‟s Institute 
  

Wednesday 8th November at 
Kenn Village Hall, 7:30pm 

 Clevedon Mercury and 
North Somerset Times 

 

In the short term - Stuart Gamester has kindly 
agreed to leave copies of the local papers in 

the Church Porch. 
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
NOVEMBER 

 
Monday 7th November 

Ladies First 
7.30pm Bram Rigg 

 
Tuesday 8th November 

The Moorend Spout - Village Lunch 
12.00 for 12.30 

 
 

Wednesday 9th November 
7.30pm Kenn W.I. Meeting 

Kenn Village Hall 
 
 

Saturday 12th November 
VILLAGE MARKET & COFFEE MORNING 

10.00am—12 noon 
Kenn Village Hall 

 
 

Saturday 12th November 
8.00 till late 
Lise‟s Party 

Kenn Village Hall 
 

Monday 14th November 
Book Group—Venue to be arranged 

 
Thursday 24th November 

Repair & Tidy up at  
Kenn Village Hall  

Contact John Griffin 872948 
 
 
 

Saturday 26th November 
Church Room Charity Coffee Morning 

10.00am—12 noon 
 

Saturday 26th November 
Church Room - CHRISTINGLE MAKING 

2.00 pm 
 
 

Wednesday 30th November 
7.30pm Kenn Village Hall 

Annual Flower Demonstration 
Tickets £5 from W.I. members 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
DECEMBER 

 
3rd/4th December 

Photographic Exhibition 
Kenn Village Hall 

 
 

5th December 
Kenn Parish Council 

7.30pm  
Kenn Village Hall 

Followed by  
DECORATING THE HALL FOR THE 

CHRISTMAS PARTIES 
 

Wednesday 7th December 3.00-5.00pm 
Christmas Party for our older residents 

and friends 
Youngsters are invited to help! 

Kenn Village Hall 
 
 

Friday  9th December 
Carol Singing and Christmas Tree Lights 

Church Path Cottage/Village Green 
 
 

Saturday 10th December 
VILLAGE MARKET and COFFEE MORNING 

10.00—12 noon 
Kenn Village Hall 

 
Saturday 10th December 
Charity Christmas Disco 

8.00pm till late 
Kenn Village Hall 

 
Tuesday 13th December 

Lunch at The Moorend Spout, Nailsea 
 
 

Saturday 17th December 
The Willows, Kenn 

10.30am 
Punch/Pies/Coffees 
For local charities 

 
Thursday 22nd December 4-6pm 

KENN CHILDREN‟S CHRISTMAS PARTY 
Kenn Village Hall 
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NEW YORK 9/11 MEMORIAL CONCERT 
 
What a privilege it was to take part in the 10

th
 anniversary of a 9/11 memorial concert.  I sang in a 

choir of 320 singers at the Lincoln Centre (very close to Central Park) on the afternoon of 11
th
  

September to a capacity audience of 2,700 people. 
 
We performed ‗The Armed Man‘ composed by Karl Jenkins, which is a modern mass for peace and 
another piece called ‗For the Fallen‘ also written by Karl Jenkins. We had the wonderful experience 
of being conducted by Karl himself, who obviously knew exactly how he wanted the music to be 
performed.  I learnt such a lot from the maestro! 
 
‗The Armed Man‘ was written to commemorate the ending of the Kosovo war and it starts with the 
threat of war, takes the listener through the stages of preparation for war, the prayers for protection 
and success in war, the actual act of war, the feelings of guilt for the survivors of war and ultimately 
leads to peace.  So for the performance of a 9/11 commemorative concert it was an absolutely   
perfect choice of music.  The poignancy and relevance of the work was heightened by the fact that 
the original recording of this work was released on 10

th
 September 2001, the day before the tragic 

events in the USA. 
 
‗For the Fallen‘ was written in memory of Alfryn Jenkins who was the uncle of Karl Jenkins.  He was 
the captain of a Lancaster bomber which was lost over Berlin in 1944.  Again this was a particularly 
poignant piece to sing at this concert as it is based on the Last Post and includes the words 
‗England mourns for her dead across the sea.‘ In the middle of this piece there are several lines 
which are spoken by a narrator and we were very privileged to have the world famous opera singer, 
Jesse Norman, perform this part.  I can now honestly say that I‘ve worked with an international star! 
 
For anyone familiar with Karl‘s work you will understand that his music can be quite haunting just 
listening to a CD.  However, take that same piece of music and perform it live with a wonderful 
orchestra whilst remembering what had happened on that fateful day and it became incredibly 
emotional.  Undoubtedly there were audience members who had been directly affected by this act 
of terrorism.  Knowing this made it extremely difficult to sing with a lump in my throat and tears in 
my eyes.  Thankfully we were all well prepared for the emotion and had tissues hidden and ready 
for use! 
 
Martin was in the audience, and whilst he‘s very familiar with the music he had not seen it           
performed before this concert.  He enjoyed it immensely.  When we met up after the concert he 
gave me a big hug and asked me how I felt.  I was speechless – I know it doesn‘t happen very often 
– but I was so choked up I couldn‘t talk!!  However, you‘ll be relieved to know that after a gin and 
tonic normal service was resumed! 
 
Martin has come to the conclusion that I‘ve become a Karl Jenkins‘ groupie. This is particularly so, 
as earlier this summer my mum, Margaret Cook, and I took part in the recording of Karl‘s new 
album ‗Peacemakers‘ at Abbey Road studios.  This album will be released in January 2012. 
 

Liz Jaehme 

Copy for December Kenn News and Views by 23rd November please for publishing with Moor 
News  on the 26th November. 
 
Email— Margaret.john@btinternet.com  or leave at Chaseside, Kenn Street, Kenn.   

Thank you 
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The Parish of Yatton Moor—Services for November 2011 

 
 
1st SUNDAY  6th THE THIRD SUNDAY BEFORE ADVENT GREEN 
   
8.00am  Holy Communion at Kenn  
9.30am  Parish Communion at Yatton  
9.30am Holy Communion at Cleeve  
11.00am  Family Service at Kingston Seymour  
11.00am First Sunday Special at Claverham  
6.00pm  Evening Service of Remembrance for Loved Ones at Yatton  
 
2nd Sunday  13th THE SECOND SUNDAY BEFORE ADVENT RED 
 (REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY) 
 
8.30am Holy Communion (said BCP) at Yatton  
9.30am Holy Communion at Claverham  
10.00am Remembrance Service at Yatton  
  followed by wreath laying at War Memorial at 10.50am 
10.55am Remembrance Service at Cleeve  
11.00am Holy Communion with Remembrance at Kenn  
6.00pm Remembrance Service at Kingston Seymour  
6.30pm Holy Communion by Extension at Cleeve  
 
3rd Sunday  20th  CHRIST THE KING  WHITE  
 (The Sunday next before Advent) 
 
8.00am Holy Communion at Claverham*  
9.30am Parish Communion at Yatton  
9.30am Parish Communion at Cleeve  
11.00am Holy Communion at Kingston Seymour  
12noon Holy Baptism at Yatton~ Joseph Thomas Hunt  
6.00pm Evensong at Kenn  
 
4th Sunday  27th   ADVENT SUNDAY PURPLE 
 
8.00am Holy Communion at Yatton*  
8.00am Holy Communion at Kingston Seymour*  
9.30am Parish Communion at Yatton  
11.00am Family Service at Cleeve  
11.00am Family Christingle Service  
 and Holy Baptism at Kenn ~ Finley Stuart Kirkby  
2.00pm Holy Baptism at Cleeve ~ Harry William Langford Barnes  
6.00pm Ecumenical Advent Carol Service of Light at Yatton  
6.30pm Holy Communion by Extension at Claverham  
 
10.55am Friday 11th November – Armistice Day Service at Rock Road, Yatton  
  
Wednesday 16th November 
11.00am Holy Communion at Kenn  
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CHRISTMAS CHARITY DISCO 
 

 

KENN VILLAGE HALL 
 

SATURDAY 10TH DECEMBER 
 

8.00PM TILL LATE 
 

 

  
Tickets  at £7.00 on sale  from  

Heather Jenkins and Sheila Naish 
Tel. 077 7325 3978 

 

  
Come and have a good boogie 

 
Proceeds to  

Anthony Nolan Trust 
 

 

                                   
        Saturday 17th December 
 

  10.30 a.m. 
 

          PUNCH/PIES/COFFEE 
    
                        at 
               The Willows, Kenn 
    

£3.50 (£1.50 children under 12)               
Proceeds to Local Charities 

The Christmas Village  

Market and Coffee Morning will be 

held on  

December 10th 

10.00-12noon 

Kenn Village Hall  

 

There will be all the usual 

stalls plus mince pies, tombola 

and hopefully the Christmas spir-

it (though sadly not in a glass)  

 

All we need to make it a success 

is you plus your family, friends 

and neighbours. 

Kenn Monthly Luncheon 
at  

The Moorend Spout, Nailsea 
 

Our December meal is booked for  
Tuesday 13th December from 12 noon. 

 
As this will be a very busy time, the  

manager requires the number attending 
well before. 

 
We shall make a list at our November 

meal on the 8th November.  Anyone not 
there on the 8th, but wishing to come in 
December please contact us, or phone 

01275 872948 ASAP. 
 

If required, there is a Christmas Menu 
which must be pre-booked with a deposit 

of £5 per person. 
 

We do hope that a good many of you will 
be there for what is always a most  

enjoyable meal in very good company. 
 

John and Grace Griffin 

Friday 9th December 
 

Kenn Village Green/ 
Church Path Cottage 

 
LIGHTING OF THE CHRISTMAS TREE 

with 
Carol Singing and the  

Hicks family and friends‘  
Brass Band 

Punch and Mince Pies 
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Anthony Marchant, Kenn, Somerset. 
 

From the „Roll of Honour” List: MARCHANT A.L. 1st Middlesex Regiment (Wounded in action 

in France April 18 1918). 

Ref. Ray Naish at Cloverlea, by his old Stonehouse Farm, Kenn, August 2005 and again 2009. 

Anthony in about 1904 had been in a Kenn church choir outing photo and was then about 8 years 
old. Unfortunately, the lady who had the copy of the photo had now died and Ray thought it had 
probably been thrown out, or burned, when her possessions had been disposed of. The person who 
told Ray about Anthony was Wally Moore and he was also long gone, but Anthony had been in an 
orphanage home in Bristol and was brought to Kenn by Aggie Bailey who lived with her father 
George at No.1 Church Path. George was paid to unlock the church. Ray also remarked that Sam 
Dyer came to Kenn from Wilts about 1850. 

From researches into the microfiche copies of the Clevedon Mercury of 1916 to 1918 it was found 
that some of the above information was not quite correct. ―Aggie‖ Bailey was in fact ―Emily‖ (though 
was she known as Aggie locally?) and George was her husband, not her father (though there could 
have been a father of the same Christian name living with them earlier?) 

From Clevedon Mercury and Courier Microfiche in Clevedon Library, Nov. 2009 and Feb./

March 2010:-- 

―Marchant A.L. 1
st
 Middlesex Reg. Wounded in action in France, April 18th. 1918.‖ This was 

recorded in the Clevedon and District Roll of Honour, 4th. List, on page 3 of the Clevedon Mercury 
and Courier, May 11th., 1918. 

In the Issue of 18th. May, 1918, in the “Births, Marriages, and Deaths” section:- 

―Marchant – Died of wounds at Stationary Hospital, Boulogne, Anthony Louis Marchant, the dearly 
beloved husband of Elsie Marchant of Bath and the adopted son of Mr and the late Mrs Bailey of 
Kenn, aged 25.‖ 

On the same page, under ‗Yatton and District News‘ is: 

―Roll of Honour.- Great sorrow was caused in the village of Kenn on Thursday evening, May 9th, 
when it became known that Pte. Anthony Marchant, of the 1st Middlesex Regiment, had succumbed 
to his wounds in France. He was the adopted son of Mr and Mrs Bailey of Kenn. He bravely and 
cheerfully responded to the call of his country when it came to him in 1916. He had been in France 
about a year and a half and was severely wounded on April 18th (1918). He was recently married, 
and his wife was summoned to France and remained with him to the end. He was greatly respected 
in the village. He took a keen interest in Church work, being a Sunday School teacher for many 
years and a member of the choir. Much sympathy is felt for his widow and the members of the 
family. A memorial service is to be held in Kenn Church on Sunday evening next.‖ 

In the Issue of 25th. May, 1918, on page 4: 

―In Memoriam – A memorial service was held at Kenn church on Sunday evening for Pte Anthony 
Marchant and Pte William Vickery, fallen in the war. Mention was also made of Pte Arthur Gale, 
missing since February 1917. The special Psalms, which were chanted, were the 24th. and the 
46th., the special lessons being taken from Wisdom iii 1 – 6, Revelations xxi 

1 – 5. The special hymns were ―God moves in a mysterious way‖ and ―O for a faith that will not 
shrink‖. A solo, entitled ―Into Thy Hands‖ was feelingly sung by Mr J.A. Parker. Mr Brooks ably 
presided at the organ, and at the close of the service played The Dead March in Saul. The service 
was conducted throughout by the vicar, Rev. W. Perks…> 
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<..Going back to the Issue of Dec. 15th, 1917, on p.3 in the Births, Marriages & Deaths section we 
found: 

―Marriages: Marchant – Brunt. On Wednesday Dec. 12th at St. Mark‘s Church, Bath, by the Rev. 
A.N. Rae, M.A., vicar, Anthony Louis Marchant, adopted son of Mr George Bailey of Kenn, to Elsie, 
eldest daughter of Mr R.J. Brunt, of Whaddon Green, Gloucester.‖ 

n the Issue of Dec. 22nd 1917, on p.3 in the in the ―In Memoriam‖ part of the ―Births, Marriages and 
Deaths‖ section we then found: 

―In Memoriam: in loving memory of Emily, the beloved wife of George Bailey of Kenn, who died Dec 
22nd 1916.‖ (We note from Ray Naish‘s memory on the previous page, that her name here is Emily, 
not Aggie – was she locally referred to as Aggie, I wonder, though Christened Emily, or was Aggie a 
second name used by friends and family? Also, George was her husband, not father. Was he 
somewhat older than her, to bring about this misconception?) Beneath the announcement was this 
poem, which I can only guess, was possibly written by Anthony… 

You are not forgotten, mother, dear, 
Or will you ever be, 

As long as life and memory last 
We shall remember thee. 

Yes, she‘s gone; one of the best, 
Sweet is her memory dear. 

‗Tis sweet to breathe her name, 
In life we loved her very dear, 

In death we do the same. 
 

We then did a search in the December issues of the 1916 Clevedon Mercury and found the 
following in the December 30th 1916 issue: 

Deaths: BAILEY – December 22nd at Church Causeway, Kenn, Clevedon, Emily Bailey aged 69 
years.‖ 

We also went to Wells Cathedral and looked in the ―Golden Book of Remembrance‖ in St. Martin‘s 
chapel, and saw the entry for Anthony on page 93. 

We have done a small amount of research into the others mentioned on Kenn Roll of Honour, and along the 
way picked up other interesting snippets about Kenn. We will try to get the general information together soon 
for another article in ‗Kenn News and Views‘, but felt that Remembrance time was the best occasion to 
present the above information. 

      Geoff. and Eleanor Marchant, October 2011 

Other Marchant and Kenn & Clevedon Soldier refs in May 1918 Mercury:- 

Clevedon Mercury and Courier, May 25
th
, 1918, page 3, in Roll of Honour: 

Marchant, Lance Corporal A G   (Clevedon, see Clevedon Booklet) 

Also, in same paper, but on page 2:- 

Members of the Clevedon and Yatton platoon 1
st
 Somerset Volunteer Regiment, proceeded to 

camp at Minehead on Saturday since which they have been under canvas in this picturesque 
Somerset seaside resort. Delightful weather was had in the early part of the week, during which 
drilling and route marching formed part of the daily routine. Some of the Volunteers returned on 
Tuesday, others on Wednesday and Thursday and all looking bronzed and very ―fit‖ after doing their 
bit at ―soldiering‖. The three Somerset Volunteer Battalions were in camp, the whole of the 
arrangements in the way of catering, messing, &c, for the troops being considered perfect and the 
cuisine excellent. The camp breaks up today (Saturday)…> 
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Neighbourhood Watch submitted by Colin Bedford   
 

Hello from Peter Hughes, NHW Administrator at Weston Police Station 
 

Rogue Traders 
Please be aware that we have received reports of Rogue Traders operating 
in the area over the past few days. The latest incidents are of 3 white males 
with non local accents who are currently offering to pressure wash 
driveways. They are driving a white flat bed truck, wearing t shirts with 
company logos. 
 

The males have been reported as being seen in the Clevedon area today looking for business but 
we believe they were in the Portishead area over the weekend where unfortunately they were able 
to convince a homeowner into paying a greatly inflated price for their work. 
We would like to remind all NHW coordinators and its members to please be extra vigilant and keep 
an eye out especially on the more vulnerable members of the community to ensure we do not have 
anyone else fall victim to this type of crime. 
 

Should any member notice anyone acting suspiciously then please do contact the Police on 101 
and giving us any information you feel may be relevant, ask that your call is tagged Neighbourhood 
Watch and quote Ringmaster number JW1144 
 

If you have information about any crime, phone the police on 101 or call anonymously the 
independent charity CRIMESTOPPERS 0800 555 111. For general information about 
Neighbourhood Watch nationally see the www.ourwatch.org.uk website. 
 

Please note that with effect from the 19th September 2011 the new non-emergency police  
number will be 101 which will replace the 0845 456 7000 number. 

<.. My comment:-   It can be seen from the above that the writer regarded ―soldiering‖ as but a bit of 
a game, and the most important aspects were the ―bronzing‖ and the catering arrangements – I 
wonder if the writer was responsible for the latter?! (Am I being too cynical?) 
 
For Kenn‘s Arthur Gale and William Vickery (Vickary?- a mistake on memorial and in 
―Clevedon‘s Own‖ book?), see above on page 1. 
 
On p3 of the issue of 18th May, 1918, again in the Yatton and District News: 
 
―Kenn‘s Military Medallists – Last year we recorded in these columns that Sergeant G. Stuckey, 
Bedfordshire regiment, of Kenn, had won the Military medal;   and now we have the further 
pleasing duty of announcing that another of  Kenn‘s sons, also in the same regiment which they 
joined together in September 1914, has become the proud possessor of the same coveted 
distinction. The latest recipient is Pte. William H. Dyer of Kenn Post Office, who has received the 
following letter from Major General R.P. Lee. ‗ I have read with great pleasure the report of your 
Regimental Commander and Brigade Commander regarding your conduct and devotion to duty in 
the field on 2nd April 1918, during the attack on Hangard.‘ Sergeant Stuckey also distinguished 
himself on the same occasion and a bar has been added to his medal in consequence. The two 
friends have spent 2 years and 8 months in France.‖ 

http://www.ourwatch.org.uk
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News from Yew Tree Farm 
 

Here is Debbie Webster‘s lovely picture of  Lise and Robs 
two Rheas who arrived mid October, they are 3 foot high 
and 3 months old.  They should grow to about 5 foot and 
enjoy a varied diet including nettles so quite useful for 
weeding!   
 

More diversification news.... Yew Tree Farm is now 
delivering pork to Ruby and White butchers in Clifton, 
Murrays in Clevedon and Bordeaux Quay in central 
Bristol.  It‘s been a hard few years developing the right 
'recipe' but with the very kind advice of Langford, (Bristol 
University), abattoir and the purchase of a chilled trailer 
there is now a good balance between production and 
demand. If anyone would like to hire Yew Tree Farm Chill 
trailer it‘s available by negotiation. 
 

Lise and Rob would like to thank everyone, who has 
supported this long 5 year transition and in particular Ruben 
Murray who inspired the idea of the original purchase of 
Tamworths and Robert Down whose high quality 
photography has helped market the Tamworth pork to Ruby 
and White butchers.  Yew Tree Farm has now branched out 
into Iron-age pork as an experiment because there is a 
market for this more 'gamey' local high welfare meat.   
 

A one-off unusual Mangaliza-cross-wild boar piglet has 
been purchased for Ruben, the head chef at Murrays.  He has branched out into making his own 
hams, bacon and pancetti for their deli so he rubbed his hands in anticipation at such a rare find!   
 

Wilbur is going on honeymoon…  Everyone who knows the Yew Tree Farm pet hairy Iron-age boar 
Wilbur who lives in the front walled poultry garden will miss him for a while because he is moving to 
the 'honeymoon' suite with a new young beau named Izzy.  She is a 'blond Iron-age sow' recently 
arrived from deepest darkest Gloucestershire, with her seven piglets.   If there is progress we will 
report back, so fingers crossed. 
 

The Tamworth duo Orangina and Templeton are hoping to be parents again in late November so 
there is speculation on piglet numbers.  OJ's last litter of 12 was a shock as only 6 to 8, the breed 
standard, were expected!  Fortunately she got 11 through safely, (mum is free range nursing her off
-spring as sow crates are horrible) the piglets have done exceptionally well due to Robert‘s really 
hard work and the availability of plentiful apples and pears, (thank you thank you to all those who 
donated the tree fruit as the pigs love their '5 a day' .   
 

ooh stop press........Further fertile news! Yew Tree Farm have just taken 'delivery' of William.  He is 
a very handsome pedigree Aberdeen Angus bull - the first bull on the farm for many decades.  Until 
now the cows have always been artificially inseminated.  However there‘s more 'romantic goings on' 
now as William settles in with is harem of young ladies!      
 

Lise and Rob x 

KENN VILLAGE HALL - Preparations for Christmas 
 

Thursday 24th November -  Snagging day - to sort out and make minor repairs and  
generally tidy up the hall - contact John Griffin 872948 

 

Monday 5th December - After Parish Council - Decorate Hall for Christmas Parties 
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Stonehouse Farm During Wartime  Continued... 
 

2 days before war broke out in September 1939 my parents had a telegram from one of my father‘s 
cousins in the  
London area, asking if she and her family could come down to stay, as they feared that London 
would be bombed straight away. She duly arrived the next day at Yatton Station, her name was 
May and she arrived with her 3 sons, who attended Kenn school during their stay. 
 

They were the beginning of a large number of people that came from the London area for safety. 
Another lady, Mrs Hillman, arrived on her bike. She had found our address and got on the train at 
Paddington Station with her bike, came to Kenn and found us. When she asked for accommodation 
she said she didn‘t mind if she slept in a shed as she was so scared of the bombing in London. Any-
way, we found a room for her to sleep and she stayed here for many months. 
 

All through the war Stonehouse Farm was packed with people. Mainly relatives from the London 
area who wanted to get away from the bombing.   Around about 1943, one of our aunts arrived with 
her daughter who had been severely injured in a flying bombing raid. She had 41 stitches in her 
head, some of them to sew her ear back on. Her doctor had ordered her to get out of London for 2 
months recuperation.   She wore her hair in a plait around her head, which the surgeons said saved 
her life. 
 

Amazingly, we had a bomb dropped here in the garden in Stonehouse Farm before any were 
dropped in London. But that didn‘t deter the relatives from coming down to stay. Our family were 
packed into all sorts of places to sleep. I slept on the floor of the China Pantry, which was a cold 
room over the well. 
 

How my mother fed this large number of people with food rationing, goodness knows how. Fortu-
nately we had a large garden which grew a lot of produce. We often had to go to our neighbour, To-
by Gale, who was a Market Gardener to help out with supplies of fresh vegetables. In war time peo-
ple, especially Farmers, were allowed to kill 2 pigs a year for their own consumption, if they handed 
in their bacon coupons. So we had plenty of fat bacon, which mother had cured. But like everyone 
else we had very little other meat. 
 

To be continued... 
 

Dictated by Ray Naish and written by Leon Naish 

Daylight Air Raid 
 

In September 1941, when I was 15, my father and I were working in my 
grandfather‘s orchard at Kingston Seymour, picking up apples. 
 

Suddenly a huge roar erupted from the South. It was not long before 85 
Heinkel Bombers appeared overhead at very low altitude, we could see the 
markings on the planes. I saw one plane pull out of formation and try to bomb 
Wake and Dean Furniture Factory, in Yatton.  
 

The bomb missed the target and landed in farmer Tom Burdge‘s field.  Farmer 
Burdge‘s men were working on a rhyne in the same field.  One of them was 
Stuart Smith, just before he was called up to go into the army. 
 

Fortunately no one was hurt. This huge number of aircraft were flying so low that no anti-aircraft gun could 
get at them, just over tree height. They were making their way to do a day light raid on Filton Aircraft Factory. 
They dropped several tons of bombs on the factory, killing a large number of people. 
 

Mrs Joan Bye, was a young girl in the offices at the factory.  She now lives in Clevedon, fortunately she 
escaped unhurt. It took only a few minutes before all those aircraft turned around to their bases in France, 
following the Bristol Channel. 
 

Dictated by Ray Naish, Written by Leon Naish 
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Down on the Farm 
 

These notes are being written in the second week in October. The harvest of maize for cattle feed 
next winter is in full swing. Some of these crops have not quite reached the great heights of 
previous years, but there is one field in Kenn where the maize has grown to 10 feet tall!  It is being 
harvested in ideal conditions. The cobs have ripened and the ground is lovely and dry to bear the 
heavy machinery. Not much problem with mud on the roads from the tractors and trailers going 
back to the farm for storage. 
 

Farmers who grew large acreages of potatoes are also having a wonderful season, because the 
potatoes are coming out of the soil very clean. Also again the land is dry enough to transport them 
on to the roads, without too much trouble from mud carried out on the wheels of machinery. 
 

Another crop that has started to be harvested early this year is Sugar Beet. The factories that 
process the beet have started early this year, which is very pleasing for the farmers who grew them 
last year, when the very cold weather came and froze them in the ground for a couple of months. In 
fact, some of the Sugar Beet was never harvested as the frost damage rotted them.    As the land is 
so dry, the people who ran the factories will be very pleased that the roots are coming out of the 
ground lovely, clean and dry. 
 

Although there has been an abundance of grass in this area, some parts of England, including the 
Welsh Marches and right up as far as Chester, have had practically no rain at all. That area has had 
rain now, but it will have probably been too late for any good growth of grass. Farmers in those 
areas have had to feed their cattle on winter rations, starting to use the winter stocks far too early. 
 

An interesting thing is that farther north in areas around Cumbria they have had terrific rain, causing 
the land to be so wet that farmers in those areas have had to house their dairy cows by night 
because the land is so wet. Further north again, in Scotland, reports are that the corn harvest has 
been very difficult. They have had so much rain it is reported that some of the corn crops have had 
to be abandoned completely. 
 
The trade in all kinds of livestock is still very buoyant, in fact cattle for the beef trade are getting dearer 
week by week. This is very unusual for this time of year.    Normally this is the time when prices are at 
their lowest. It seems as if there is a country wide shortage of beef. The trade of sheep of all kinds is 
keeping up well, again suggesting that there is a shortage of sheep in the country.  
 

Dictated by Ray Naish,  submitted by his grandson Leon 
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Autumn by Candlelight. 

 
The ‘Autumn by Candlelight’ concert in St John’s Church on Saturday 1st 
October 2011 was a truly magical evening. As we arrived at the church it 
was an unseasonably balmy evening. We were able to drink our bubbly 
outside the church. As it came nearer and nearer to eight o’clock, a swell 
of people appeared up Church Path, from around the side of the church, 
and from the far gate of the church yard.  
 

The Church was full and the atmosphere of anticipation was only enhanced 
by an abundance of lighted candles on the window sills.  A seasonal 
extract from ‘Cider with Rosie’ was narrated.   Julia read poems she had 
written both poignant and amusing.  Celia, with help  from actors,     
presented an abridged version of Romeo and Juliet. Singers sang with the 
most gifted of voices and musicians played to the highest quality.  It was 
worth every penny. 
 
Afterwards we had wine and canapés.  The evening was warm and the 
company was great.  It was one of those community moments were no 
one wants to leave as we had all shared a magical time and leaving would 
break the spell.  
 
There are people to thank.  
John Andrews for letting us use the church for a secular concert.  
Hazel, for producing posters, tickets and the programme - all on co-
ordinated paper with autumnal images.  
Marianna and Robin for unbelievable hospitality while planning the event.  
Ann Holtham, for organising the poetry and prose.        
Jo Manning, for co-ordinating the music, accompanying many of the  
singers and players and playing an outstanding piano solo.  
Sue Pugh for co-ordinating the canapes, which were delicious. 
Margaret and John for thinking of and doing those last minute things, like 
clearing away the books on the middle pew as we needed every seat, or 
removing a book case at the back of the church so no one would bump 
their head.  

 
We raised £1000.00.  £500 for Yatton Moor PCC to go towards repairing 
our church altar linen and £500 to the Penny Brohn Cancer Care Centre.    
 
 

Caroline Holden 
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KENN W.I. 
 
Members of the Kenn W.I. were delighted to welcome visitors to our 
October  meeting  to  hear  Anita  Simmons  tell  us  about  her 
experiences with the street children of Honduras.  It was very humbling 
to hear what she had to say – we have so much and they have nothing.  
Our children are all so precious to us that it was very shocking to hear 

that the mothers are so poor and  exhausted that they just take their six year olds into the centre of 
the city and abandon them.      Anita answered the many questions that we had and we were full of 
admiration of her courage in going to help. 
 
The birthday lunch, which this year was held in the Village Hall and catered for us by Cheryl Quinn, 
was very much enjoyed. 
 
Tickets will soon be available for the Flower Demonstration on November 30

th
.  This year Diane 

Oliver will be doing the arrangements for us. 
 
Those members who are filling shoe boxes for Operation Christmas Child are asked to bring them 
to the November meeting.  Our speaker that evening will be fellow member Heather Saxby 
continuing her journey around South America and through the Panama Canal.  We are looking 
forward to this and will welcome visitors. 

           Ann Holtham 

Margaret‟s Mutterings 
 
Congratulations and best wishes to Avril and Neville on the safe arrival of Robbie and to my John 
on the birth of his second granddaughter Victoria Louise Bone—we visited her when she was just a 
day old and she is beautiful. 
 
The Churchyard Ash  - due to age and decay in the main trunk, the ash tree near  The Old School 
had to be felled.  Sam Harris from Kingston and his two helpers were a joy to behold -  in complete 
control and within a very short space of time  all that was left was the stump, firewood and wood 
chippings in     various parts of the village.   A slice of trunk near the Church door shows the extent 
of the heart rot. 
 
Jumble Sale  - my thanks go to Jean  Fenwick and her band of helpers , also everyone who 
donated, shopped, bought raffle tickets, cleared up etc.  Around £200 .00 (including donations) was 
raised to help to pay for our Christmas Parties.  Again thanks to Wendy Evans for taking the 
‗leftovers‘ for disposal or sale at St. Peter‘s Hospice. 
 

MOOR NEWS  
 
If you have not recently paid your annual subscription of £6 for Moor News, please let your 
distributor have it soonest – alternatively pass it to me – Margaret Ball at Chaseside, Kenn Street.  If 
you are not yet getting a copy, please let me know and I will ensure that you get some. Copies are 
freely available in the Church Porch so you can have a trial read.  Moor News is the Parish 
Magazine of Yatton Moor and gives lots of information about what is happening in Yatton, Cleeve, 
Claverham, Kingston Seymour and Kenn as well as the wider world – well worth subscribing to. 
 
Thanks to Stuart Gamester - The North Somerset  Times and Clevedon Mercury are now left in our 
Church Porch. 
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BIRD NEWS 
 

Most of  our local Swallows and House Martins had departed by early October and by the time that 
Bryan Thompson saw a Hobby by the M5 bridge on the 7th and John Croxton another over Duck 
Lane on the 10th, there was little prey for them to pursue. 
 

Newcomers Terry and Steph Stamp at Moat Cottage had an 
early sighting of a Kingfisher during their first week in Kenn. 
It has been seen again recently and Steph has heard Owls 
calling in the garden. Meanwhile, young Sam Hibbs of New 
House Farm saw a Little Owl in a willow tree and the rest of 
the family have heard them calling regularly. 
 

A few Wheatears were still present along the seawall mid-
month and a Stonechat was the first I have seen there this 
year.  Two Water Rails were calling from Blake‘s Pools and 
15 plus Blackbirds were probably migrants.  Two Redwings 
flew over and a flock of 150 Jackdaws headed south. Later 
a similar sized party of Wood Pigeons, also moving south, 
were being shadowed by two Peregrine Falcons, one on 
each flank.  A Peregrine was also at Wemberham, Yatton 
causing the large Jackdaw and Crow flocks to take  flight 
and a Red Kite was seen over Congresbury Church. 
 

An incredibly rare visitor arrived on Mendip in the shape of a Pallid Harrier. This species breeds in 
eastern Europe and winters in Africa, so this juvenile bird was well off course, but seemed to be 
coping well.  This was only about the 30th recorded ever for the UK and it attracted a lot of 
birdwatchers, including Jill and myself on a couple of afternoons. On the 1st October, hundreds of 
Swallows were passing over Mendip and we saw a Hobby travelling with them before seeing the 
star bird. 
 

Two weeks later and the Swallows had all gone, but a Red Kite flew over heading east, then a 
Merlin came past, in pursuit of Meadow Pipits, before the Pallid Harrier gave us another show.  A 
few days after that and a cold spell had emptied the area of small birds and all was quiet. 
 
 

The 2011 report of Breeding Birds of North Somerset has recently been 
published.  
 
40 surveyors spent over 120 hours counting birds in 45 square kilometres. That represents 12% of 
the area of North Somerset and over 15,000 birds were counted. John Croxton and I count the sea 
wall area, so we often count wading birds that are present but not breeding. 81 species are known, 
or were found breeding with a further 9 possible nesting species. The report looks at 10 year trends 
(2000-2001 - no count in 2001) and the main declines are Greenfinch down 62% - 46%, Rook - 
45%, Swallow - 43%, Chaffinch - 42%,  Magpie - 35% and Song Thrush - 33%.  Of course the 
surveys are carried out across North Somerset and locally results will differ.  The Greenfinch 
decline is due to disease, and as a breeding bird there is no doubt that Starlings have reduced 
considerably. Swallows in the Kenn area have fared pretty well, as have Song Thrush, but I am sure 
that the 35% decline in Magpies will cause a few raised eyebrows!  On the plus side, no one who 
feeds birds will be surprised at the massive increase in Goldfinches, interestingly mirroring exactly 
the decline in Greenfinch and Chaffinch numbers.  North Somerset is something of a champion  for 
the House Sparrow  as in the Avon region overall (including North Somerset) the increase was 
29%. Blackcaps are the other big winners, up 74% the only common migrant to register a large 
increase. 
 

Trevor Riddle 01934 835208 
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